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Army Uniforms

25X1 1. m}m following items of clothing and équipment upon induction into the
zech Army In April 1949

(a) Individual ctothing
1 Cotton khaki dressz unifoirm

1 Cotton ¥haki service uniform
3 Cotton khaki shirts
2 Gotton khaki ties .
2 pr Green cotton socks
1l pr Brown leather ssrvice shoes
1 pr Brown leathsr dress shoes (low quarter)
1 Wool garrison cap
1 Leather belt .
"2 pr Long winter cotton drawers
2 pr  Short summer cotton drawers
1 Emblem for garrison cap

25X1 | nsver issued an undér:hir'b@ either in the Ar'my, 'PS, or SNB, and
) nc one in the Czech military serfice wore undershirts,

(b) Organizational Bguipment

2 bed sheets (exchanged svery 10 to 14 days) 1 gas mask
1 pillow case (exchanged every 10 to 14 days) 1 intrenching shovel
2 woolan blankets . @oe Banclosure _127
- e
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leather ammunition pouches ee Enclcsure‘27'

= 2 |
- 1 Czech bayonet, aboubt 30 em Tong
1 rucksack éfield.paek)
1 méss)kib two plates, cup, and knife, fork and spoon
unit .

1 7.92 mm, 1938 model, Zbrojovka rifle _ 25X1
. 1 aluminum water canteen with felt cover /See Enclosure D/
2. Upon transfer from the ﬁi%;:ij the SNB om 16 Oct 49, | 25x1 |

the length of time between one l1ssue and another,

retain only the clothes wearing (dress uniform, shoes, shirg
“%le, underwear, socks an elt) and turned in all other items. !
familiar with the salvage system.

SNB Uniforms

3. The uniform was of khaki cloth, & mixture of wool and cotton, IA cotton

khaki shirt and s khakl tle were worn with the uniform. The service
cap worn by members of the SHB was khakl with a red hat band to which
& Czech llion emblem wae affixed. Untll 1 Jam 51, the shoulderboards .
were red and the five-polnted stars on them were quite large. Sinee ithen
the color of the shoulderboards has been blue with a narrow white
border and small silver five-pointed stars., | |
but exchamged the army shoulderboards for those of the SKB. The
igllgwing were itemst 18sued [ [im October 1949 upon[ |tramsferzskd

e SKNB.

(a) Individual clothing

Whipecord, custom tallored dress uniform
Blue-gray rubberized raincoat
Cotton khalkl shirts
Cotton khakl tles
or Brown-leather dress shoes (low quarter)
pr . .
pr Knee-length rubber boots (1ssued only to personmnel
on border patrol) .
pr Knee-length felt boots (issued only to persomnel on
border patrol)
@Garrison cap .
Service cap
to Green cotton socks
pr ‘
pr Leather gloves
pr Long winter cotton drawers
pr Short summer cotton drawers

PREFNHE W HDH W

(b) organizational equipment

bedsheets (exchanged every 10-14 days)
pillow case (exchanged every 10-14 days)
woolen blankets ‘
mattress

plllow

Sam Browne leather bels
leather pistol holsber
leather ammunition pouch
first aid pack - containing bandages, adhesive tape,
lodine .
flashlight
Rucksack (field pack)

pr handcuffs. .
pistol (German 9 mm Parabola)
SMG (Model 25) .
T/34 grenades .

e e I e e  a nd Il )
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PS Uniforms

5. All officers' uniforms were custom-tailored. | [all 2?%1
issued items were expected to last at least three years, with the
exeeption of underwear, which was issued every six monthg. |

issue of the followlng clothing and equipment:
() Individual clothing

Woolen parade and dress overcoat
Woolen servlce overcoat
Whipcord dress uniform 2blouae and trousersg
Cotton service uniform (blouse and trousers
Cotton fleld uniform (blouse and trousers)
Pr  Whipcorda ~ dress breeches
pY Cotton gervice and field breeches
Yellow or green oilskin raincoat
pr  Brown leather service and field shoes’
pr Brown leather dress shoes (low quarter)
pr  Rubber field boots (hip-length)
pr Pelt fileld boots (valenki)
Service cap
Garrison cap
Green cotton shirts
Green cotton ties
pr Long winter cotton drawers
pr Short summer cotton drawers
pr Green cotton socks
Green woolen scarf
sets Wolfhound--head. insignia /See Enclosure C/
sets Shoulderboards for all iasued overcoats and uniforms

A1 O D0 bt N DD e ot e b e e b ot b e e et e et

(b) Organizational equipment

3]

bedsheets (exchanged every 10-14 days)
1 pillow case (exchanged every 10-14 days)
4 woolen blankets
1l matiress
1 pillow ‘
1 Sam Browne belt (Not issued to PS career NCOs)
1 brown leather pilstol holster ‘
1 pistol 7.65 mm, model 1950, Cezka Zbrojovka :
1l SMG model 23 with two leather ammunition pouches
4.6 tent pegs
1 canteen with felt cover (same as army issue)
b first aid pack with packet (same as SNB issue)  25X1
1 set of mess gear (same as army issue) .

25X1 7. As moted |there were three different
uniforms 73 elosure C/:

(a) Wnipcord parade and dress uniform
(b) Cotton service uniform

(e) Cotton field uniform
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The dress uniform had shiny buttons end stars, and the service uniform
had dull buttons and stars. The field uniform had sewed-in pocket¥X1
without pleats.,

8. | |
pvis and drafted (short term) NCOs in the PS received the same issue
a8 thelr equivalents in the Army. Career NCOs in the PS and in the
Army were given the same issued as officers, exsept for shoulder-
boards. Blouses isaued to officers and career NCOs had outside

ockets with pleats on the breast; the flap was bubttoned by a gold
utton. /See Enclosure C/ Blouses issued to drafted pvts and NCOs
had no pleats on the outBide breast pockets. The flap buttoned with
dull brown-bronze solored metal buttons, In the PS,. officers and
career NOOs wore insignia of gold colored wolfhound heads, éBbe

Emolosure ¢/, whereas drafted pvts and NCOs had the same insIgnia but
of a dull brown-bronzeé coclored mebtal.

9. The service sap was _worn with the dress and gervice uniform by offilcers
and career NCOs, Zﬂlso see paragraph 12, this report./ The garrison
cap /Bee Enclosure C/ was worn with the field uniform by officers and
sareer NCOs and had™a gold colored emblem /See Enclosure C, item F/.
Pvia and drafted NCOs wore only the garrison cap which was the same
eolor as that wornm by officers and career NCOs although it had an
emblem of dull brown-bronze colered metal,

STB Uniforms

1b. STB personnel usually wore eivilian clothing. STB personnel working
in offices, however or those dealing direetly with the publlc wore
unlforms. The only difference hetween the SNB and STB uniforms was the
color of the shoulderboards /See paragraph 15 below/.

JASAN, HRAD and JERAR Umifogms . 25X1

11, Persomnel of the JASAN, HRAD and JEBAbnwore uniforms which were
' identical to uniforms worn by STB persomnel., It was impossible

25X1 O E_Jto distinguish JASAN, HRAD, or JERAB personnel
Tom personnel, any members of the organizations mentloned
above wore civilian clothes,

Changes in Uniform

12, The star insignia /See Enclosure A-17 which replaced the former . .
Czech cocarde, was worn on the garrison cap ésgeEnclosure 37. 5
was first imtroduced imto the C3R im May 1952 during a parade .u
Prague and has been worn since them bv officers and EM of the PS
and by Army officers. The staf was dark red in the center, and
lighter red near the points, The Czech lion was superimposed on-the
star, While the general design of ‘the star was the same for both o5x1
officers, and EM, the Czech lion amd the border of the star, on
officers' and career NCO's caps, were silver metal, whereas they
were & dull gray om the caps of drafted EM's. [
25X1 [ all members of the PS would be wearing 1% by the
end of 1952, nelosure A-l shows the new garrison cap which was re-
‘ placing the cap. The new garrison cap was only for members of the
P8; the design Ior officers and EM was exactly the same, However,
the buttons on the officers' cap and career NCO's cap were silver
colored metal and those for drafted EM, were of a dull gray colored
metal. The buttons, with crossed sabers, were the same as those

worn lderboards and uniforms. /See Enclosure C, items E and F/
25X1 the new star emblem was to be worn by PS and army
personnel w

the field-uniform as well as the dress-uniform.
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13, In 1952 PS offilcers were to receive a completely new dress and parade
uniform, different from that of the Czech Army, but somewhat similar
to that worm by members of the Soviet MVD, The uniform was to con~
sist of & khakl coat for wimter and a white coat for summer, the latter
-%0 be worn with blue trousers or breeches that had a three mm wide red

* stripe rumning along the oukside seam. PS generals were to wear wisler
stripes on their trousers, However, officers were to be permitted
to wear their old 3 for f121d and sge ce ar unt bhe

worn out, EM '
25X1 [:::::;%:j]were.ho retain the old army uniforms until worm out, but
were to receive the new caps. :

Army snd PS Shoulderboards

14, Although career NCOs in the Czech Army and PS wore officer uniforms,
they 8%t1ll wore EM shoulderboards. Career NCO shoulderboard stripes
were different from those of drafted NCOs. In both the Army and the
PS, career NCOs in the combat arms (artillery, armor, infantry and air
foree) had gold stripes on thelr shoulderboards, | | th@5Xx1
color of the stripes worm by career NCOs in the Corps of Englneers

‘and the Signal Corpa. I hhe S4gna3x1
Corpa and Corpe of EngInéers were &lso considered combas pranches,
Career NCOs in the service branches (Medical Corps, Transportation

Corps, etc) had white stripes on their shoulderboards., Drafted NCOs
had stripes on their shoulderboards corresponding %o the color of
their branch of service, :

15. All offircers serving in the combat arms in the Army, PS, STB and SNB,
including staff and. supply officers, wore gold shoulderboards with silve
stars on both the dress and service uniforms. Offilcers serving in
the service branches of the Army, PS, STB and SNB, wore silver
shoulderboards with gold stars on both the dress and service uniforms,
.The shoulderboards on the field uniforms worn by all officers in the
combat anhd service branches of the Army and PS were khaki color with
gtripes and borders correspondimg to the solor of thelr branch of
service and stare of & dull gray metal. STB and SNB personnel did not
wear fleld uniforms, Officers in the Czech Army wore their branmch
insignia om thelr shoulderboards. NCOz and pvts did not wear branch
of service insignia on their shoulderboards, but their bramch of
service could partially be determined by the color of the stripes
on their shoulderboards. (A black base with a red border was worn
by several branches, eg, Artillery, Armored and AAA). EM in the Legal
Department were an exception to this general rule. They wore their
branch of ssrvice imsignia on the shoulderboard between the button
and stripes denotinmg rank. '

SNB and STB Shoulderboards

16. S8ince 1 Jan 51, SNB personnel have worn blue shoulderboards with &
narrow white border and small five-pointed sgilver stars, A Mladsi
Strazmister (Junior Patrolman) wore ome star, a Strezmister (Patrol-
man) two stars, & Statnl Strazmister (Staff Patrolman) three stars
‘apd a Vrchal Strazmister (Chief Patroiman) four stars, [See
Enclosure B/ .

17. SNB officers in the combat arms wore shoulderboards with a gold base,
8ilver stars and 2 blue border, in addision to ome blue longitudinal
stripe for compeny grade ranks and two blue longitudinal stripes
for fleld grade ranks. The stars were five-pointed, and those wors
by field grade officers were larger than those worn by company grade
officers, Officers in the QM, Medleal Corps, and service branches
wore shoulderboards with a sillver base, gold stars, & blue border,
and blue stripes. The highest SNB rank was that of Brigadier General,
which had one very large silver star (larger than the stars on the
shoulderboard of field grade officers) om & gold shoulderboard with a
blue border.
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18. Neither SNB or STB persommel wore coller tabs as did the PS and army
persomnel. STB ranks were the same &s the SNB (Mladsi Strazmister
to Brigedier, the highest STB rank). However, STB EM wore red shoulder-
boards and STB offlcers wore shoulderboards with. red borders and
stripes,

JERAB, JASAN, HRAD

19. Shoulderboards for these units were the same as those worm by STB
personnel. : '

General

20. All EM had to turm in thelr uniforms whenm they were demobilized., There
was no difference between summer and winter uniforms, In c¢old weabther,
troops wore oversoakts over thelir uniforms.

2l. Czech olviliams did not wear articles shat were a part of & military
uriform. However, some Czech civilians wearing US Eilsenhower
Jackets and British 1939-45 gtyle uniform jackets. Simece May 1952
officers and career NCOs have worm white shirts with brown ties,
while drafted EM comntinued to wear khakl shirés with kheki ties.

Desorations Zﬁbefnnelosure c7

22, Desorations were worn omly on the blouses of the drzss and service
uniforms, and mot om the field umiforms or overcoats. The actual
medals were worm only im parades, No imsignia, patches. or stripes were
vworn om the mleeves. [the following decoratlons35X1
badges and imslignia:

(t) Partisans' ingignia, Thls 1s a dull five-pointed silver star
showing a partisan with the imgeriptiom "Partisanskl odznak”
(partisan emblem). This emblem was worn by mem who participated
in resistance movements or underground work agaimst the Germans
from 1939 %o 1945.g%ﬁ_§13_ | 25p%

was worr om the ri ¢ oI the blouse, above the pocket.

(p) Militery Academy emblem. This silver-gray emblem was worn by¥o5x1

. Tield grade of?%cers who attended a military academy (elther
Czech or Soviet). I% was worm on the right side, on the lower
part of the pocket. |

(¢) Tyrsov Odzmak Zdetmosti (1yr:s Physical Ability emblem). The
. .  bronze colored emblem was givem to outstanding athletes and
sportsmen im homor of Tyrs, the founder of the Sokol Athletic

Assoclation. It was worm by officers amd EM on the lower part
of the left pocket. : ’

(4) Pucikuv Odzmak (Fucik emblem). This emblem has a white center
. with a Tace and a bromze colored border. .It was given to
offlcers amd EM who attended political schools, passed a difficnls
political test, and were outstamding political workers., The
emblem wag worm on the lower part of the left poeket or umder the
lef't pocket. ’ ' ‘

(e) Medsl of 25 Februar; 1948, This red medal with a white star
. . Wag wora omnly by @ cers and career NCOs who participated im the
coup d'etsat of 25 Feb 48,

(£) Ribbons. | the various types of ribbons,
. . Worm by offIcers amnd EM over Ghe left upper pocket,

(g) Insigmia of PS (Border Guard)‘was the head of & wolf hound.
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(r) Marksmanship Badge., This was worm over the left pocket only by
- . ENM. There were %wo classes of marksmanship, [:::f::::]mot dexonibe

which badge was for the first class and which was. for the second,

(1) odznak Vzorneho Vojaka (Emblem of & Model Soldier). Thils was worn
.. above e rig pocket only by EM. An EM could recelve two or

more of these emblems, one for good driving, one for model
discipline, one for marksmanship, ete.

-end-

Enc¢losure

New eap to be worn by PS only,

A

Al: New star to be worm by Army officers and PSe
B : SNB Uniform, ‘ E

C : PS Uniforms and Decorationss

D : Shovel, Canteen, and Ammunition pouches.
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Enclosure Af .

t

1 button
with
erossed
swords

button with
crossed swords

black plastice

black leather

od (g*ien on other sketch)
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silver edge’
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25X1 SBB Uniforms es Issued efter 1 Jam 195

® N\
A

1. Blouse of Steff Patrolman
. (Statni Strazmister)
2. Overcoat of Chief Patrolman
(Vrchin Strazmister)
3« Shoulderboard of Junior
Patrolmen (Mledsi Strazmister)
bh. Button design

SECRET SECURITY INFORMATION
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PS Uniform & Decorations

Legend

1. Wolfhound insignia

2. Partisans insignia

3+ Tyrs Physical Ability emblem

4o Rucik Political emblem

5« Medel of 25 February 1948

6. Ribbons .

7. Military Academy emblem

8. Two classes of marksmenship badges
9. Emblem of a model soldier

A, PS Captain's Dress uniform

B. PS officer trousers (green stripe along seam)

Ce PS officer overcocat; front view .

D. PS officer overcoat; rear view

E., Cap with emblem (cap was of khaki eloth, without piping)
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Canteen
Capacity: 1 liter

SECRET SEOURITY INFORMATION
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about 10em

Intrenc Shovel Closed views of 2 types of z;itls

[ unftio; uches ¢
each holds 2 ¢lips with 5 rounds,
' S

Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP82-00457R016000220008-6




